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Welcome to our fifth issue! In addi-
tion to your original art, stories, po-
etry etc. in this issue we are shame-
lessly advertising our teen library 
events. So, be sure to read every 
page so as not to miss any of this 
quality work and to see if you’d like 
to join us for some of our activities 
for teens!   
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Masquerade 
By Cara Miller 

 
Welcome to our masquerade, she said  
Her own mask paper white and alizarin red  
She pins her arm to mine steadily, 
Her wild blue eyes fixed my nervous ones readily  
And she leads me to a well lit room  
Filled with exotic characters dressed in costume 
I extend my hand to touch the scene, 
The figures dance to music by a band unseen 
Her hand slips from her hip to my waist 
The other to hold the porcelain mask to her face 
The dance we danced I learned in a dream 
Her lips approach my ear,  
“Things are not as they seem” 
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           The Raging Rock 
                   By Bobby Reasso 
_____________________ 
 

      I’m blazing red mad 
The strength, the glory 

Yet no matter  
what’s followed by loss 

 
My passion is spotted, 

By seeds of revenge 
The horror I’ve seen 

The fires of Hell are coming 
 

The pain, the suffering 
To which has no end,  

I now shall head toward the light 
 

Rejected, I knew 
I gall to the flames  

My anger grows strong while my body 
grows weak 

And now I shout death’s cry!!!!!!! 
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Climber vs. Mountain 

By Adam Moss 
—————————————-- 

 
A mountainous, triangular, 

A mini Mt. Everest 
Its cascades are restless, 

With an ocean ready to spring 
 

Cascades up and cascades down 
The peak is dark & sparkly in soft 

rains. 
 

The cascades are hurricanes or some-
thing  

You’d see on the sea floor 
 

The mountain, a challenge, 
The climber, an experience. 

 
The inside could be a mine, 

When stretched, its fine. 
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The terrain is holed and sprayed, 

That’s where fungi is made. 
 

No mountain high 
Now mountain low 

 
My heart rushes with joy, 

BEAT BEAT BEAT 
 

Images split, 
My face is blue 

When it used to be red 
 

The wood creakS 
While right next to a creek. 

I speak to nothing 
While I climb something 

 
5 miles to go, 

I have a big ego 
 

4...3...2... 
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I know what I knew 

A step or two 
I could do it too 

 
1 Mile to go 

By luck, I breathe 
 

5 feet, 4 feet, 3 feet 
I wonder, do I have feet 

One more step, 
A promise kept 

 
I’ve made this step, 

And I’ve done it. 
 

A mission one’s completed, 
The rushing cascades slow 

The creek creaks 
 

A mountain in need 
A mountain defeated 

 
Fin. 
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              Sophia Ahn’s T-Shirt 
                            By Sophia Ahn 

———————————–———-- 

Haikus are so cool 
But sometimes they don’t 

make sense 
Refrigerator . 
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NIGHT AND DAY 
 BY VICTORIA  ROOMS 
———————– 
At night there’s a moon.  
During the day there’s a 

bright star called the sun. 
At night the sky is dark.  
At day the sky is light.  

Some people think the dark 
is evil, and the light is      

happiness.  But the thing is, 
light is evil, and the dark is 

joy because… 
Remember… 

The dark night brings out 
the angels and hopes and   

especially our dreams! 
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Do you have any cool 
cartoons you want  
published? Do you want 
your voice to be heard?  

SEND US YOUR     
CARTOONS!!! 

 
Cartoon by Nancy Liu 

Idea by Sivan Rosenthal 
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Global Warming: 
An International Problem 

By Wendy Pan 

 
 
 
 

As you have probably heard, 
Highland Park is “going green”.  
That means we’re changing our 

lifestyles to be more energy-
efficient and earth-friendly.   

Highland Park was the first town 
in New Jersey to officially declare 

itself  a “green” community. 
To learn more about  

global warming, watch the movie  
An Inconvenient Truth. 
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Global Warming: 
What Can You Do ? 

These tips are just  some of the  many shared by  
Tina Weishaus, 

 a Highland Park resident  who has been 
 working with the Climate Project, 

www.theclimateproject.org, an organization  
dedicated to education and action on 

 global warming.  Stop by the Reference Desk for 
her complete list 

* Turn lights and appliances (computers) off when 
you     
    are not using them. 
* Take shorter showers. 
* Buy local foods (reduces transportation pollu-
tion.) 
* Buy rechargeable batteries. 
* Use you home air conditioning sparingly. 
* Plant trees, especially if you burn wood! 
* Educate other people. 
* Drive less. Walk or ride a bike when              
   ever possible. 
* Be creative. Look for other ways to save     
   energy and pass your ideas on. 
Visit the following web links for more 
 information. 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/ 
www.nrdc.org 
www.coopamerica.org 
www.sierraclub.org 
http://www.myfootprint.org 

http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/�
http://www.theclimateproject.org/�
http://www.coopamerica.org/�
http://www.myfootprint.org/�
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Roaming 

Magnitude 
By Adam Moss 

——————————————————–———--———————————————— 

 
Freed, I am 

From A Dark Era 
An era of  error 

An error that makes a right 
For wrong is right and right is 

wrong 
 

Life is book, 
An open hook 

Away from home, I walk 
Walk towards a dream 

 
I carry on,  

not a person of  mischief, but a 
person of   

roaming magnitude. 
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 My feelings are harsh 
But my arms are light. 

 
No stone overturned. 

I rolled a storm to  
symbolize my life. 
A life, a life of  ups 

A life, a life of  downs 
The mountain shakes 

The Earth quakes 
I walk on. 

 
Freedom is earned, 
But not with a price, 

But a delicate democracy. 
 

I am the Wanderer 
of  Roaming Magnitude. 

 

Created at the March 23, 2007 
poetry author reading. Also was 
created in front of two famous 
poets, Teresa Halscheid and 
Maxine Sussman. 



 

15 
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Piano Rainbow   
by Gabriella Nussbaum 

 
The piano 
     Is not 
           A row of black and white keys. 
 
No, it is a rainbow 
A spectrum of colors so bright and fabulous 
That is not visible to the human eye 
          
And must only be heard, in mortal notes and 
chords. 
 
The deepest notes are rich burgundy, boom-
ing ruby, crimson and rich mahogany.  
Then, the notes lighten into vibrant orange, 
burnt  
pumpkin, pale yellow and glinting gold— 
          
The sounds of zestful 
autumns and spicy 
cider.  
The middle notes are 
green, basic, lively 
They are the sounds 
of children playing in the grass, of  
picnics and spring evenings. 
          Then the keys mellow into soft, calm-
ing blues,  
       Creating music of rushing waves under 
a starry sky. So the rainbow goes, until the 
final pale, violet plink fades into a pink si-
lence. 
            
The best music is not only heard, but also 
seen. 
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Michelle Reasso 
     An interview by Sophia Weismann  & 

Wendy Pan 

 
Michelle Reasso is the (very friendly) 

young adult librarian at Highland Park 
Public Library. She is this season’s Spot-

light. Wendy and Sophia  interviewed 
her on March 15, 2007. 

 
Q: Closest to dying? 
A: I don’t know if I was close to dying, but I 
was driving home from work in a snowstorm 
and I skid off the road into a ditch.  It felt like 
it happened in slow motion.  My car stopped 
skidding about 2 feet from the edge Farrington 
Lake.  I thought for sure I was going in—and 
down! 
 
Q: Favorite Male Celebrity: 
A: Jon Stewart.   
 
Q: Favorite vacation spot? 
A: Aruba, it’s always warm and sunny! 
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Q: If you were trapped on an island with 
only three items, what would they be? 
(clothing’s already included) 
A: The first would be a book , the second would be a 
pillow and the third would be a blanket.   
 
Q: Any fears? 
A: Deathly afraid of heights.  
 
Q: Favorite teacher? 
A: My HS school science teacher.  He was funny, 
smart,  interesting, and interested in dissecting.  I 
loved anatomy and physiology.   And since you 
asked, why yes, he was kind of cute, in that 70’s 
way…. 
 
Q: Scariest time ever? 
A: Going up the Eiffel Tower and crying the 
whole way up.  It’s that fear of heights thing. 
 
Q: Do you believe in aliens? 
A: I believe there may be other kinds of life out 
there.   
 
Q: Favorite author? 
A: At the moment, Mark Zusak. 
 
Q: Brie or Gouda? 
A: If I had to pick just one….Brie. 
 
Q: Favorite President? 
A: Abraham Lincoln.  I always liked him and 
then my daughter was born on his birthday. 
That sealed it for me. 
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 Quotes  about Mrs. R…. 
“ Michelle is the coolest freakin’ librarian I’ve 
ever had.” — Sophia Weismann, Age 14 
 
“She’s uber cool.” — Zack Chen, Age 14 
 
“Michelle feeds you.” — Wendy Pan, Age 14 
 
“She’s really, really good with teenagers.” —  
Rebecca George, Age 13 
 
“Yay!” — Joon-young Ko, Age 11 
 
“Librarian, uh no. Give her the job as the library’s 
boss and she’s twice as good.” — Adam Moss, 
Age 16 
 
“ Has everything, does everything, and is the         

best librarian,”—Jack Yang, Age 14 
 
“I wish someone would say something about 
books….like how she recommends good books. 
Somebody, anybody?.” —Mrs. Reasso, Age, Not 
telling 
 
“There’s too much to say.” — Mikey Hoffman, 
Age 11 
 
“He must mean I recommend good books, Thanks, 
Mikey” - Mrs. Reasso, age—still not telling 
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  What’s Mrs. R’s Favorite book at 
the moment? 

 
Sold by Patricia MCCormick.  This fic-

tional story is based on the true ac-
counts of young girls in India who are 
being sold into sexual slavery.  Their 
parents believe that they are sending 
their daughters off to a better life in 
the city but they are being gravely 
misled by people who are making a 
profit off of the sale of their daughters.  
I recently enjoyed seeing the author 
speak at the East Brunswick Public Li-
brary. She explained that she had to 
write the book in short vignettes be-
cause the girls stories were so pain-
fully sad, it was the only way she 
could get them out.  As a reader you 
will appreciate this because you can 
only take them in small doses.  Plus, 
you will want to savor her beautiful 
writing style and the shorter passages 
allow you to do that. She, along with a 
lot of other YA authors will be speak-
ing at the Princeton Public Library’s 
Teen Book Bash, May 5th—don’t miss 
it!   See me for details or pick up a 
flyer in the YA room. 
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The Genocide in Darfur 
   by Wendy Pan 

 
 
In 1943, as the Second World War was 

drawing to an end, a man by the name of Raphael 
Lemkin invented the word genocide.  Lemkin cre-
ated this word after combining the Greek prefix 
genos, which means “tribe, group, or nation” and 
the Latin word cidium, which means “to kill”.  
Genocide, therefore, is the coordinated killing of a 
group of people aimed at exterminating them be-
cause of their religion, race, political views – sim-
ply, because of who they are. 

Prior to the 1940s, instances of genocide 
had already occurred.  For example, 1 million Ar-
menians of the Ottoman Empire were killed simply 
because of their ethnicity between the years 1915 
and 1918.  The Nazi party carried out killings of 
over 11 million people, namely Jews, during the 
Holocaust.  Raphael Lemkin felt ‘mass killings’ 
could not describe the atrocities of such crimes.  
After much hard work, his word genocide was fi-
nally recognized by the international community 
on December 9, 1948 at a United Nations meeting 
in Paris.  It was at this meeting that genocide was 
first identified as a crime. 

Acts of genocide, however, continued.  
Since 1948, genocide has occurred in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, as well the European country of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.  Time after time, world leaders, 
including presidents of the United States, have ex-
pressed sympathies towards genocide victims and 
pledged to take action.  None of these promises 
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were ever fulfilled.  The world sat back and 
watched as millions of people were ruthlessly mur-
dered because of not what they have done, but who 
they were. 

The horrors of genocide cannot be accu-
rately described; they are too terrible for one to 
visualize and comprehend.  In the Armenian geno-
cide, people were tricked into thinking they were 
being ‘resettled’, when in reality, they were being 
gathered to be massacred.  During the Holocaust, 
innocent Jews died from burning, poisonous gas, 
and ‘medical experiments’.  In Bosnia and Herze-
govina, schoolchildren were shot and killed on 
their way to school.  Sometimes, because the 
atrocities are too horrific to seem real, people pre-
tend genocides never existed.  Governments 
around the world continue to deny genocides that 
have occurred in their nation.  A 1993 poll re-
vealed that 22% of American adults admit that it 
was “possible” the Holocaust never occurred. 

You may think that the world has learned 
its lesson and now knows to act immediately to 
signs of genocide.  This, however, is untrue.  
Genocide is occurring at this very moment in Dar-
fur, a western region of Sudan.  Starting from 
2003, outbreaks of violence began occurring be-
tween tribes of farmers and militia groups of no-
mads.  The nomads, called the Janjaweed – which 
means ‘devil on horseback’ – are equipped with 
weapons given to them by the government.  Suda-
nese officials deny that genocide that is going on 
in their country.  Over 200,000 people have been 
killed in Darfur since 2003 and more than 2.5 mil-
lion people are forced to live in refugee camps.  
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Though the UN and humanitarian groups have pro-
vided some assistance, the conditions in Darfur are 
far from safe.  Women are raped right outside the 
refugee camps and statistics show that one Darfu-
rian is dying every 2 minutes. 

How much evidence is needed to convince 
the world that action must be taken? Apparently 
more than the loss of 200,000 lives.  In December 
of 2005, the U.S. Congress turned down a measure 
from secretary of state Condoleeza Rice calling for 
$50 million to support the African Union, a group 
of African nations that lacked the resources needed 
to help Darfur.  Thus, the genocide continues to 
occur, and people in Darfur are being slaughtered 
as you read this very sentence. 

What can you do to help the victims of the 
Darfur genocide?  You may write a letter to local 
politicians and U.S. Congressmen.  You can also 
join a group that aims at helping stop the genocide; 
such groups already exist at the Highland Park 
Middle and High School.  News on Darfur and 
what you can do to contribute can be found on 
www.savedarfur.org. 

One of the key parts in combating geno-
cide is spreading awareness.  Recently, the Global 
Awareness Group at the Highland Park High 
School had a bake sale to raise money for Darfur.  
I was there, along with several other high-
schoolers, selling cookies and trying to raise 
money for the genocide occurring in Africa.  A  
man, after buying two cupcakes, asked me what 
the money was for.  “For Darfur,” I told him.  
“What’s Darfur?” he inquired.  Shocked, I went   
on to tell him about the thousands who were being   

http://www.savedarfur.org/�
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 murdered, at this very moment, in Africa.  I 
doubt he comprehended or even began under-
stand the issue humankind was facing. 

Genocide spreads like wildfire and so 
far, people have failed to prevent it from occur-
ring.  However, every voice plays a role in help-
ing stop genocide.  Please do what you can to 
contribute; at the very least, please inform those 
around you about genocide and its atrocities. 

 
Many facts from this article are from the 

book Genocide by Brendan January.  I highly 
recommend it to anyone wishing to learn more 
about the history of genocide and what is going 
on right now in Darfur. 

 
If you areinterested in reading more 

about genocide and its effects on the lives of real 
people,  Mrs. Reasso recommends the book, 
“Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You”. It’s  
based on a true story of a young girl whose fam-
ily is massacred in Rwanda.  She survives the 
horrendous attack and through courage and the 
will to survive, she goes on not only to heal, but 
to thrive.  Ultimately, an uplifting tribute to the 
human spirit. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This image 
was copied 
from  
Amazon.com 
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    Eyes of  the Emperor 
A book review by 

Adam Moss 
——————————— 

The book, Eyes of the Emperor is 
about a 16-year old Japanese-
American boy in Hawaii who is 

jealous of his two friends that just 
joined the Army. So Eddy  changes 
the date of birth on his birth cer-

tificate from 1925 to 1923. The 
Army accepts him and he tells his 
family, which angers his father 
who had dreams of Eddy going 

back to Japan to learn about his 
heritage.  

However, several days after Eddy 
enlists, the Japanese attack Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941.   
 Eddy and his friends, who 
are all Japanese, are not sent to 
war immediately. Instead, they 
are guarded as if they are the en-
emy.   
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Eventually,  Eddy and 23 other 
Japanese-American soldiers are 
taken to Cat Island in Mississippi 
where they are made to take part 
in an experiment that the govern-
ment believes will help defend our 
country from the Japanese.  
  
You won’t believe what they are 
subjected to.  I don’t want to give 
it away, you should read the book 
to find out what crazy experiment 
they had to participate in. 
         
In my opinion, it was a good book 
because one it shows that some-
times, good people come in mock-
ery. Eddie only being 16,  wasn’t 
legally allowed to enter war. He 
defrauded people into thinking he 
was 18! I would suggest this book 
to others because it’s a very fun to 
book to read when you’re bored. 
It took me 2 hours to read all 44 
chapters of the book. Thanks for 
your time and patience.  
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Disseminate – (v) to scatter 
or spread widely 
 
Celerity – (n) swiftness; 
spread 
 
Prudence – (n) discretion 
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 Violence=CARE 
Victoria Rooms 

 
  Kicking 

 Screaming 
Punching 
Yelling  

We all want to do this to  
someone we care about  
When we are all mad  

But we never do  
Because we dare not to upset our 

loved ones  
This shows we love and care for the 

ones we love  
We will never hurt or discourage our 

friends 
For this shows our care for  

everyone in the world 
But if you hurt someone you should 

be ashamed  
Because you just hurt someone So 

let’s spread some love...  
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You Should Have Been There! 
Sophia Weissmann   

           
A sneak preview of Scott Westerfeld’s 

latest addition to the Uglies series, an auto-
graphed, free copy of one of his novels, and 
deliciously cheesy pizza crisped to perfection- 
this is what you missed out on when you de-
cided to not attend Westerfeld’s talk and book 
signing at the Elizabeth Public Library on 
Wednesday, March 14. A small band of High-
land Park teens, chaperoned by librarian extra-
ordinaire Michelle Reasso, went to see the 
Australian/ New Yorker author of such well 
known science fiction series as The Midnight-
ers and Peeps.  
            Attendees of this event first got to hear 
a reading by Westerfeld of his book, So Yes-
terday. This novel contains the mind-twisting 
adventure of a young man who finds cool, 
original fashion ideas for a living, such as in-
terestingly tied shoelaces. When he discovers a 
secret plot to undermine the entire product-
selling world, things start to spin out of con-
trol. Westerfeld has some unique perceptions 
about human nature, pop culture, and commer-
cialism in his book. When the main character 
in this story shows his phone to a friend, he 
receives the following response.  

“Her eyes widened and she gave the 
Nod. My phone for the month, made by a cer-
tain company in Finland, was getting a lot of 
the Nod, the slight incline of the head  
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that means, I saw that in a magazine and I al-
ready want it. 

Of course, at another level the Nod also 
means, Now that I’ve seen an actual person 
with that phone, I really, really have to get 
one.” (Westerfeld 3)After the reading, Wester-
feld answered questions from students. A stu-
dent in the back of the room hesitantly raised 
her arm. “Where do you get ideas for your sto-
ries?” Westerfeld answered, “I like those small 
stories in the newspaper. You know, the ran-
dom ones that usually don’t give you the whole 
picture. Like, “Attempt to Smuggle Giant Boa 
Constrictor into the USA.” Things like that, 
just get you thinking. Why would anyone try to 
smuggle a single large snake into the country? 
My ideas often come from a story I made up to 
go behind the article.”  

 When a student asked why Westerfeld’s 
characters never die or lose in the end, he pro-
vided a surprisingly detailed and well thought 
out response. “You have to keep the reader’s 
attention,” he said. “If you use too many words 
the reader doesn’t understand, or have too 
much inner monologue scenes, the reader starts 
to drift off. It’s like a little kid. If the kid is be-
ing bored or fussy, you give him a cookie. And 
he acts the way you want him to.  
 You have to have enough cookies in 
your books to appeal to young readers. Like, if 
you have a page that uses a really long word 
that most people don’t understand, you have to 
make something blow up. It keeps the reader  
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 interested. Having a sad ending is the ultimate 
non-cookie. 
 I don’t think my books have enough 
cookies in them to pull off that kind of ending. 
They would be too depressing, and no one 
would want to read them.” 
  After the talk, Westerfeld signed cop-
ies of So Yesterday, provided by the Elizabeth 
Public Library. As HPMS student Rebecca 
George approached the table, she was mostly 
silent. But from the look on her face, you could 
tell she was excited.  
            Overall, the chance to see Scott  
Westerfeld and hear him talk was definitely 
worth the hour long drive to Elizabeth, spent 
pleasantly chitchatting about such varied topics 
as Face book, Michael Bolton, anime, ice 
cream eating squirrels, and Mrs. Reasso’s hair 
color (we love it!). Next time Highland Park 
takes a trip to see a visiting author, you should 
come along. The company is excellent, the ac-
tivities superb, and Mrs. Reasso buys yummy 
pizza for dinner along the way.   
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The Talent Show 
By Adam Moss 

—————————————— 
 On March 22, 2007, librarian Fran Lee 
hosted a talent show in accordance with 
the One Book, One Highland Park.  
There were 7 acts in the following order: 
 
1) The Badieu Family, mother and 2 

sons singing “Henry, My Son”. It 
made everyone laugh their heads off, 
especially with the lines “green and 
yeller”. The word yeller was used in 
place of yellow. 

 
2) The second act was a worker at the 

library, Paul Yan doing some mental 
magic by playing with people’s 
minds. 

 
3) The third act of the show was Joe  
     Deiz playing “Ode To Joy” on his     
     keyboard. Like in the dress rehearsal,  
     he always said he’d warm up before  
     playing. 
 
4) Act #4 was, me, Adam Moss. I sang 
     “Rock Me Gently” from Andy Kim and      
     probably pulled out a sell out  
     crowd. 
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5) Act #5 was Victoria Rooms.   In   
     the dress rehearsal, she did a  
     vampire thing, but in the actual      
     show, she did a song from   
      Ashanti.  
 
6) Act #6 was a 2nd magician, going                          
    by the name of Ben Winter. He’s  
    gotta be very good, he was able  
    to stun people by moving bunnies  
    from container to container and trick                 

people with handkerchiefs 
 
7) The final act of the show was  
     Brandon Dublin, a teenager who  
     sang, without an iPod, but by         
     heart, “Lean on Me” by Bill  
     Withers. He sang very well. 
 
All in all, the show was a big success,  
pulling out a sell-out crowd. Sure, it cost 
nothing to enter or watch, but still, tal-
ent can be produced, either with magic, 
solo singing or as a family.  
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Hikin’ In Harriman State Park 
 By Adam Seth Moss 

———————————————————— 
On March 31, 2007, my father and I went to 
Harriman State Park in upstate New York for 
a hike. It took us an hour to get there going 
up the parkway, route 17 and the thruway. 
Once we got to Seven Lakes Drive in New 
York, we got onto Johnsontown Road, 
which brought us to a cul-de-sac, which is 
where we began the hike. 
 
We began the trail, (The Blue Disc Trail), by 
going up a windy hill to a pumping station in 
the hills. That took a few minutes. A few 
people were ahead of us and I got a little 
competitive. We went up a mountainous ter-
rain and into a rocky area towards the top of 
a mountain called Almost Perpendicular.  
 
Once we got to the top of Almost Perpen-
dicular, we took in some Ritz crackers and 
continued our hike. At this point, the two I 
was being competitive with were gone. We 
went down hill for a while and then up a 
very steep mountain where we rested again. 
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Soon we continued through a 
meadow and entered Elbow Brush, a 
rock formation in the ground. We 
passed that and later came upon 
Claudius Smith Rock, a rock about 
1600 feet high. The view was beauti-
ful. At this point, we ate our lunch, a 
couple of salads, and continued on 
what was now the red-blazed Tux-
edo-Mt Ivy Trail. We spent about 45 
minutes to an hour on this trail, pass-
ing through a swamp, climbing rocks 
and small hills. Soon afterwards, we 
moved on to the White Bar Trail, 
which, after crossing the Kakiat Trail, 
took us back to the cul-de-sac where 
we parked at 2 1/2 hours earlier. 
That was a great hike and a mileage 
of 4.7 miles wasn’t bad either. 

That’s my story. 
Hope you liked it!! 
There is more on 
the next page... 
 
To find out about 
some of New Jer-
seys  state parks, 
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 On April 21, 2007, my dad and I went to a  
different part of Harriman Park. We drove farther up 
NY Route 17, passing through the towns of  Sloats-
burg, Tuxedo and Southfields. About 2 miles north 
of Southfields, we turned onto  
Arden Valley Road and pulled into a parking lot, near 
a meadow called Elk’s Pen. My dad and I got all pre-
pared and first walked on an unmarked path.  
 
The unmarked path brought us to the terminus of 
the Arden-Surebridge trail, a red triangle on white 
blaze. However, only 100 feet into that trail, we 
turned off the trail and on to the Appalachian Trail, 
white blaze. We came upon a sign that tells how far 
each thing is away from that point, such as the Bear 
Mountain Bridge being 18.8 miles away on that trail 
alone. We started the trail and quickly climbed up 
this mountain called Green Pond Mountain. By the 
time we finished that one mountain alone, my father 
and I were exhausted. At that point, we had only 
walked a mile and we took a rest at the top of 
Green Pond Mountain. 
 
Soon afterwards, we continued our hike, now going 
downward on switchbacks. Switchbacks are when 
the trail goes to the left than to the right and then to 
the left again and so on. About 1.2 miles in or so, 
we came upon a group who were hiking together. A 
little while after that, we joined back up with the Ar-
den-Surebridge Trail. 
 
To be continued…. 
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Popcorn Balls 
                                                            

By Victoria Rooms 
 

Ingredients:  
 
3/4 stick butter 
1 bag of popcorn (any kind) 
Marshmallows 
 
 
1. Take the butter and melt in pot on 

stove (medium flame) 
2. When butter is melted, take some 

marshmallows and melt them– Repeat 
until it becomes slightly thick (turn off 
flame) 

3. Mix the popcorn in the pot. 
4. Scoop mix by the spoonful onto  a tray 

and let cool 
5. EAT AND ENJOY!!! 
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THE PEACE IT BRINGS 

 
BY JOON-YOUNG KO 

————————————— 
A sudden flash of light 

Blinds the darkness 
As it quietly passes by 

Bring peace 
 

Darkness can only bring 
chaos and  

Destruction 
As it goes on a  

Rampage 
 

Nothing can stop it... 
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      Book Review 
  By  

Zach Chen 
——————————- 
The title is Sword of the 

Rightful King by Jane Yolen. 
King Arthur, King of all Brit-
ain, is not satisfied with his 
rank because he earns his 

rank by power and he wants 
to become king. If only he 

has his people’s trust. So, he 
found a task of legend that 
would bring belief in his 

people and at last he would 
truly be king of all Britain. I 

though this was a great 
book. I would recommend 

this book to others because it 
is good for average readers  

and tells the life of King  
Arthur. 
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THIS IS HIGHLAND PARK 
————————————— 
This is new to Expresso.  
Adam Moss talks about Highland 
Park in his very own section, THIS 
IS HIGHLAND PARK. 
The feature for this issue is the Al-
bany Street Bridge. 

The Albany Street Bridge is a bridge 
on Route 27 in the U.S. state of New 
Jersey spanning the Raritan River. 
The bridge connects Highland Park 
on the east with New Brunswick on 
the west.  

The bridge is so named because Route 
27 in New Brunswick, from the Rari-
tan River to Easton Avenue, is known 
locally as Albany Street. 

The low stone arch bridge was built in 
1892. It was widened in 1925, ten  
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years after Route 27 had become part 
of the transcontinental Lincoln High-
way. The bridge received modifica-
tions such as the chain link fencing in 
the 1960’s. 
 
From the road, the appearance of the 
bridge is very modern. The best views 
of this historic arch bridge are from 
the banks of the Raritan River and 
from the nearby Northeast Corridor 
railroad bridge. 
 
Remember to fill out forms for the HP 
Encyclopedia—they are due by Septem-
ber 1st for the next Zine! 
 

Highland Park Encyclopedia 
An Adam Moss Production 

 

http://scratchpad.wikia.com/index.php?title=Lincoln_Highway&action=edit�
http://scratchpad.wikia.com/index.php?title=Lincoln_Highway&action=edit�
http://scratchpad.wikia.com/index.php?title=Lincoln_Highway&action=edit�
http://scratchpad.wikia.com/index.php?title=Lincoln_Highway&action=edit�
http://scratchpad.wikia.com/index.php?title=Northeast_Corridor&action=edit�
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The Epic Poem  
By HP Teens 

 
By HP teens? What? Wait, you guys all wrote 

this poem together? Well.. Yes, we did! Almost 
all of the authors listed on the first page added 
one line to the poem.  We had other help too! 

——————————— 
On a beautiful spring day, all things 

seemed possible. 
 

For instance, when I woke up, robot 
pirates were  

invading the continent of  
Antarctica. 

 
The cool steel against the cool arctic 

tundra, not dead, nor alive, either 
one. 

Too bad I was frozen in my sleep, still 
warmed by the beautiful spring day. 

 
And the only icebergs in sight were 
the ones melting in my lemonade. 

 
And each pirate had a parrot that 

whispered sweet nothings into their 
ears. 
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But, alas, the sweet nothings ended 
and the parrot keeled over, pining for 

its fjords. 
 

While a forever sound came from the 
parrot’s mouth, alas it was the pirate 

song. 
 

But the pirate’s song were  
opera singers in falsetto,  

singing high Fs until February 30th. 
 

Then I woke up, spilling  
lemonade in my eye, oh the pain! 

 
Nobody is right, nobody is wrong. My 

body glows with the moonlight. 
 

A time warp brings dragons to bring 
chaos, starting with the robot pirates. 

 
Oh my gosh, the pirate robots island 

from Spongebob  
instantly becomes real 

 
I mean everything including the 

grass, trees and flowers, everyone 
started to read,  

 
even the fish. 

The robots started singing Ho, ho, ho 
and a bottle of rum. 
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Calling All Wizards! 
 

Celebrate the last 
Harry Potter 

Book by having a party 
with your friends and 

fellow fans! 
 
 

The party is July 19 at 
7 PM.   

Check in at the library 
for details! 
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  The Highland Park 
Teen Advisory Group 

 

NEEDS YOU! 
April 30, 2007 

At 6 PM 
 

 

 

The Teen Advisory Group meets 
on April 30, 2007! 

 
 

Come and share your ideas 
about what you’d like to see 

at the library 
 

We will meet again in the 
fall.  See Mrs. Reasso for  

details 
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Every “buddy” needs 
some “buddy” 
in the summertime!  

 

 
Read  with a  young child  this summer!   

 
You and your young partner will spend 

one hour a week reading together, draw-
ing and discussing what you’ve read.  
Stop in for an  application or visit the  

library’s website www.hpplnj.org 
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Come Join 
us for an  

Evening of 
CSI 

_______________ 
Monday, July 9 at 7 pm 

 
 Learn how  

Investigators 
 secure a crime scene,  

analyze evidence and use 
it to solve mysterious 

crimes! 
 

Register when you  
sign up for  

 Teen  
Summer Reading 
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JACK’S CHESS  
CHALLENGE 

BY JACK YANG 

 Before we start, I would 
like to announce that starting 
from this issue, I will be writing 
chess articles as well as making 
up puzzles, so that you, not me, 
you, can improve. Hopefully, 
these will help you get quicker 
and more meaningful wins, with 
actual thinking rather than hav-
ing the opposing player making 
mistakes. 
 
Part I-Placement of pieces 
 
 A vital aspect of chess is 
material, or basically what you 
have on the board. It determines 
your plans and goals. For exam-
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ple, let’s say that you only 
have a king, while your oppo-
nent, on the other hand, has a 
king and a queen. Since you 
have absolutely no chance of 
winning, your goal would be to 
get yourself in stalemate 1. 
That way, you would get a 
draw instead of losing. Here is 
where the placement of pieces 
comes into action. 
 
 Even from the start of the 
game, you are looking for the 
precise position at which your 
pieces will become the most 
active. An active piece would 
be a real nuisance to enemy 
pieces if used correctly, and 
can alone give you a large 
enough advantage to win. Let’s 
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say the beginning of a game went 
like this*: 1. e4 Nh6 2. d4 d6 3. 
Nf3 e6 4. Bc4 Qf6 5. 0-0 g6, 
White already has a large advan-
tage. He may not have any mate-
rial advantages, but his pieces 
control the center2, and he has 
many traps available as a result of 
black’s inferior piece placement. 
For example, if White makes any 
normal developing move such as 
6. Nc3, strengthening his center 
even more, or any move that 
doesn’t weaken his own center, 
black would have to wait before 
developing his bishop to g7 with 
6…Bg7, since White can win 
Black’s queen with 7.Bg5. 
Black’s horrific position blocks 
any exit squares for the queen, 
while White’s pieces block out 
the rest of the available squares. 
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Diagram 1 
After 5...g6 

 
Avoiding bad squares for 

pieces, sounds easy, right? Well, 
that’s only the first step. You also 
have to learn how to take control 
of squares. The basic concept of 
this is when you take control of 
squares, your opponent loses con-
trol of those, thus gaining space, 
a topic we’ll cover later. Since 
you want your pieces to do as 



 

53 

much as possible, they should 
have as much scope as possible. 
However, you also would want 
them to stay where they are until 
their purposes are met. How can 
you get such squares? First, look 
for weaknesses in your oppo-
nent’s position. (Refer to Dia-
gram 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diagram 2 
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 In this rather unlikely to 
happen position, the main weak-
nesses are the c6 square for black 
and the e3 square for black. Basi-
cally, if either player could get a 
piece to occupy that square, he 
would get an advantage. Unfortu-
nately, when all or most of the 
pieces are traded off, these 
squares are less precious to the 
pieces, and are occupied by the 
king instead. They make great 
“homes” for pieces when few or 
no pieces are traded off, espe-
cially when the weakened squares 
are in front of the enemy king. 
 This is because they help as-
sist attacks on the king greatly. 
As you can see, taking advantage 
of your opponent’s bad placement 
of pieces and developing your 
pieces into strong squares can  
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accomplish much. However, you 
will need both of these skills, not 
just one or the other. With the ba-
sic mastery of this idea will come 
your first step towards improve-
ment. 
 
* In algebraic notations. For those 
of you who have no idea how al-
gebraic notation works, go to 
http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/
notate.html 
1stalemate occurs when one 
player is unable to move during 
his or her turn. The result of the 
game is then a draw 
2controlling the center is an im-
portant theme in chess. By ex-
panding your center two pawns 
up two squares each, for example, 
you are taking control of the mid-
dle four squares. This is  

http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/notate.html�
http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/notate.html�
http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/notate.html�
http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/notate.html�
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important because it helps your 
pieces move to their best possible 
squares in a single move, rather 
than force you to take time to ma-
neuver them there. 
 
Now, here is the actual puzzle: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Black had just played 1...Bh6. 
What is the logic behind this 
move? Is this a real threat? If not, 
show White’s correct response. 
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Chess Club 
Ages 10 and Up 

 
Tuesday Afternoons  

3:30—4:30 
 

July 10, 17, 24, 31 
August 7 and 14 

Call the library to 
 register 

732 572-2750 
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        Summer Reading 
at the 

Highland   Park 
Public   Library!!!!!!!!!!!! 

__________________ 
Join us for  the Teen  

Summer Reading Club at 
the library on the following 

Monday nights: 
July: 9, 16, 23, & 30 
August: 6, 13 and 20 

 
We have a lot of fun  
activities planned ! 

Register in June and pick 
up a packet and schedule of  

events. 
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           JOIN US FOR OUR  
  TEEN BOOK DISCUSSIONS 
 
 

    So Yesterday  
    by Scott Westerfeld 
     Monday,  May 3rd at 7 pm. 
     We’ll play a game based 
     on the theme of the book,  
     enjoy a lively discussion           
     and have refreshments. 
 
 

 
Private Peaceful  
by Michael Morpurgo.   
June 7 at 7 pm.  This is a 
book that takes place  
during WWI—no games 
at this discussion - but we 
will enjoy refreshments! 

Formal  teen book discussions will resume in  
September, but don’t forget to join us on Monday 
nights in the summer to share with us what you 
have been reading and log your reading hours to 

earn prizes.  We hope to see you! 
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A big THANK YOU to all who contributed! 
We are pleased and proud to be able to  

publish your work for all to see. 
We are always looking for new ideas and  

new contributors. 
 

You can submit your original 
work by  

e-mailing it to  
expresso@hpplnj.org 

or  
Drop it off in the Expresso Submission 

Box  
at the Reference Desk 

 

A special thank you to  
 The Friends of the Library  & 

Highland Printing Center  
for their financial support  

and generosity  
 

      Highland Park Public Library 
          31 North Fifth Avenue 
        Highland Park, NJ 08904 
                  732 572-2750 
               www.hpplnj.org 
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