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Lost 
By Nicki Ramrekha 

 
 

She walks into the place of her dreams. 
She slowly makes her way through the 
shelves, 
looking through every book she can find. 
She already knows where every book is. 
She finds the fattest novel she hasn’t already 
read. 
She reads for hours and gets lost in her 
book. 
Then the alarm goes off as she wakes up and 
reality hits her. 
The place of her dreams is a dream. 
She realizes she is a different and will al-
ways be different. 
 
 
This poem is for my Daddy who keeps fighting. 
This is also for anyone who has a dream and is 
strong enough to chase after it.  
 
And to all the people who are only free in 
dreams. You will be free one day.  
 KEEP FIGHTING!!! =) 

Love, Nicki 

Cover art by  
Wendy Pan 
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The 8 Train 
By Adam Moss 

 
 

At a dark, lonely station in the Bronx, 
the year is 1972. 
 
I am boarding a train to Gun Hill Road, 
from 149th Street. 
 
The red cars come up. 
The wind from its wake is beautiful, 
as I shine in a dark room. 
 
The doors open, 
I step in. 
 
No people board but me, 
a lonely sight to be. 
 
I pass the Claremont Parkway station. 
The doors open and no one comes in. 
 
I walk to the front to find there’s no driver. 
Not even I know that it’s my spirit driving 
this train. 
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As I approach the terminal, the blessed 
one comes  
and speaks. 
 
“You my dear are a mysterious being, the 
train is being run the way you want it to. 
The lack of people, no driver, the moving 
doors, it’s all being run by you.” 
 
The blessed one dissipates into smoke and 
disappears for good. 
 
Just afterwards, at the Gun Hill Road sta-
tion, 
I step off the train I was on and enter a 
station full of people. 
 
The blessed one, that’s what I am, I am 
one of him too.  
 
I dissipate into the smoke as my spirit en-
ters the 8 train leaving for 149th street 
again. 
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The Art of Erena Rae Inspired Sixth Graders!  
 
Question: Who has ever written a story based on a pic-
ture?  
Answer: Anybody who has ever taken a standardized 
state test!  
 
Thanks to the innovative thinking of Ms. Dara Bot-
vinick, HPMS 6th grade teacher, the whole process has 
gotten a whole lot more interesting.  
 
Ms. Botvinick and Tim Harrison, also a sixth grade Eng-
lish teacher, have been bringing their students to the li-
brary to view and write about the artwork that is on dis-
play in the meeting room. The kids not only get expo-
sure to local artists, they also have the opportunity to 
bring a piece of art to life through their own stories.  
 
In October the prints of late artist Erena Rae were fea-
tured. The printmaker and Highland Park resident, who 
died in May of 2006, combined image and text to make 
statements about society, particularly its treatment of 
women and the poor.  
 
“The art that moves me most is art that points out unfair 
or unethical practices in today’s society—especially 
practices which have become so routine that either they 
go unnoticed or they are assumed ‘normal,’” Rae said. In 
her artist’s statement.. “My social conscience (the femi-
nist part, at least) was born the moment my first grade 
teacher announced  
that the word ‘he’ was a neutral pronoun.”  
 
That was what Erena had to say about her art –read on to 
see how her work inspired our writers imaginations…  
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Pizza 
By 

Julia Kaplan 
 

  “Mother, Father, you can’t!” I exclaimed. I couldn’t 
believe they were thinking of leaving me like this. Their 
second honeymoon is more important than me? 

 
  “Honey,” Mother sighed stroking my cheek, “your 

father and I are leaving I’m sorry if you don’t like it, but 
this means a lot to us.” I frowned. 

 
  “We’ll be back before you know it. Now, the baby-

sitter will be here in ten minutes. Be good!” she gave me 
a hug, and I don’t know what happened next. My eyes 
were too full of tears.   

 
  I couldn’t think. All these thoughts kept running 

through my head. Mother. Father. Gone. Honeymoon. 
Babysit—ding-dong! I opened the door expecting to see 
someone fit for our family. Someone properly dressed, 
about my mother’s age, maybe even a little older. How-
ever, my parents had never left me before. So they also 
never hired a babysitter. Did they bother to meet the 
person that would be taking care of me? Did it even 
cross their minds to have an interview with this person? 
Apparently not. Because when I opened the door, I got a 
twenty-year old girl in ripped jeans, about ten piercings, 
and purple hair this was preposterous! 

 
  “Hey, I’m Betty,’ she said. 
 
  “Pleased to meet you. My name is Lisa,” I replied. 

She carelessly flung her bags onto our good leather 
couch and  appeared to be making herself at home. 

   
  “T.V?” she asked. 
 
  “Sorry, we don’t have one.” 

(continued on page 8) 
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  “Wha’ ‘bout video games?” 
 
  “No, I’m afraid not.” 
 
  “What’s for dinner?” she finally tried. 
 
  “I suggest checking the menu.” She walked over 

and looked. 
 
  “Veal and spinach with a side pf brussel spouts?” 
 
  “Mmmmm, that sounds good,” I said, patting my 

stomach. 
 

     “Yeah, I don’t think so!” declared Betty, dragging me 
out the door into her beat up pickup truck. 

 
      We pulled up at a small, box shaped building with a 

blinking sign saying, “PIZZA” stuck to the front of it. I 
walked inside, and was hit by a pungent smell. Betty 
walked up to the man at the counter. 

 
 “Two plain, one pepperoni.” She then led me over 

to a grimy table and expected me to sit down. I took out sani-
tary wipes, and gave that seat a thorough cleaning. By the 
time I was finished, the food had arrived. I looked at that 
pizza, dripping in grease, and made my decision. 

 
 “No. Way.” 
 
 “Come on,” Betty pleaded. “Just one bite.” I figured 

she wouldn’t leave me alone until I did. So I took a dainty 
bite, and swallowed. Betty looked at me. 

  
“Well…?” she asked. Did she really expect me to an-

swer her? I was too busy gulping down the rest of that deli-
cious pizza. She grabbed a piece too, and we just sat there in 
silence eating that scrumptious, cheesy dough. And I just 
know something changed in me that day. I didn’t want to be 
a snob. I just wanted to eat pizza! And when my parents  
come home—well, let’s just say that’s a different story.  
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Children Should Be  
Seen, Sassy, and Loud 

               By Nicola Ehler 
 

 
 “Tea?” my Aunt Debby asks.  
I shake my head, but she pours the light-brown liquid in 

my fancy teacup anyway.  
“But…” I started saying, but then I stopped. She won’t 

listen to me. In my family, children should be seen, not 
heard, and do everything their elders want them to do. My 
cousin, Beatrice, seems fine with that rule. She smiles to-
ward me, showing every single one of her perfect teeth. The 
ruffles on my dress itch uncomfortably on my leg as I see the 
biscuits being brought to the table. 

  “May I have one?” I ask politely. My mom sighs. 
   “Elizabeth,” she says, “you have to watch your 

weight.” I look down to the blue carpet with fine patterns, 
disappointed. Every day at exactly 2:30 in the afternoon we 
have tea, and every day I ask for a biscuit. And every day, 
my mom says no! Those sweet biscuits with that purple rasp-
berry jam on that silver plate. Right in front of me. Sud-
denly, I can’t take it anymore. I reach out my hand and grab 
a biscuit. As it slowly comes to my mouth, I realize that the 
whole table is silent. I smile.  

“Mhmm. That was good.” My mom’s eyebrows rise, 
just like every time she is mad. 
        “To your room, now,” she quietly says.  
         But I don’t care. That biscuit was the best thing I ever 
ate in my whole life! Then I have an idea. I grab the whole 
plate of biscuits and take them to my roomwith me. As I 
leave the dining room, I hear my uncle take a deep breath. 

 “She’s right”, he slowly says. “Why wasn’t she allowed 
to eat the biscuits?”  

I can’t believe what I just heard. My uncle, always so 
strict and quiet, sticking up for me? I look through the glass 
door, my mouth still open from surprise. He winks and 
walks toward me.  

Biscuit time!                                         THE END 
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Fran Lee is the children’s librarian at  

Highland Park Public Library.  
She is this season’s Spotlight..  

Don’t miss the answers to some  
incredibly  

revealing questions.  How well do you 
REALLY know Miss Fran... 

 
 
Q: Closest to dying? 
A: Riding on the back of a motorcycle and hitting 
the rear end of a car. 
 
Q: Favorite Male Celebrity: 
A: James Bronson 
 
Q: Favorite vacation spot? 
A: The beach.  
 
 

Fran Lee 
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Q: If you were trapped on an island with only 
three items, what would they be? (clothing’s 
already included) 
A: Food, water and a friend. 
 
Q: Any fears? 
A: Abandoned houses and roller coasters 
 
Q: Favorite teacher? 
A: Ms. Kean 
 
Q: Scariest time ever? 
A: When my daughter spilled hot coffee on herself 
when she was small. 
 
Q: Do you believe in aliens? 
A: Of course 
 
Q: Favorite author? 
A: Nancy Farmer 
 
Q: Brie or Gouda? 
A: Brie 
 
Q: Favorite President? 
A: Abraham Lincoln 
 
Q: Choose a name? 
A: Francesca, not Frances 

More with Fran .. 
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“She helps us.” - Luke M. 
 
“She came to our preschool” - Olivia M. 
 
“She’s nice and understanding.” - Kelechi O. 
 
“She helps people.”  - Eitan F. 
 
“She’s good with a kids and does a lot of activi-
ties. Yeah, she’s really good.” - Tyler V. 
 
“Best Highland Park children's librarian of 2008!” 
- Jack Y. 
 
 
 
 
1) The Maximum Ride series by James Pat-

terson. 
2) Copper Sun by Sharon Draper 
3) House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 
4) Airborn by Kenneth Oppel 
5) Tangerine by Edward Bloor 
 
 

What they’re saying 
about  Ms. Fran  

Her favorite teen books 

12 



 

Drawing by Daniel Siegel 
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Book Review: 
Pride and Prejudice  
by Jane Austen 
 
As the story unfolds, many complications arise 
that add to the main conflict or create subplots.  
One of the first problems that results is when Mr. 
Wickham arrives at Meryton.  Elizabeth is instantly 
attracted to him because of his polite and good 
manners.  As a result, she instantly believes his 
fabricated story of how Mr. Darcy cheated him of 
his fortune.  Elizabeth learns from Jane’s letter 
that Lydia has not yet married Wickham, and im-
mediately worries that Lydia’s elopement destroy 
her family’s reputation.  In the Victorian era, living 
unmarried with a man brought disgrace upon the 
whole family.   
 
To make matters worse, the couple cannot be 
found.  Mr. Bennet returns to Longbourn without 
any success in identifying Lydia’s whereabouts.  
Everyone in the Bennet household remains terri-
fied because they realize that even if they do find 
the couple, it will be hard to convince Mr. Wick-
ham to marry their daughter because of her lack 
of fortune.   
 
Another complication arises when Darcy begins to 
love Elizabeth.  Despite her evident contempt 
against him, Darcy cannot restrain his feelings of 
affection and proposes to Elizabeth.  However, he 
proves unable to eloquently express his feelings 
of admiration because of his pride.   
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Instead of wooing Elizabeth, he only offends 
her because he talks only of her inferiority 
and lower class.  At the same time, Elizabeth’s 
own prejudice hinders her from accepting 
Darcy’s love and understanding his real char-
acter.  Darcy’s pride and Elizabeth’s prejudice 
blind the two from accepting and loving one 
another.   
 
As Elizabeth tells Darcy the reasons for reject-
ing his proposal, another complication that 
acts as a subplot comes to light.  She men-
tions Jane and Bingley’s separation as one of 
the reasons why she will not marry.  At first, 
Elizabeth begins to hate Bingley for leaving 
her sister, but immediately drops all feelings 
of antipathy when she learns that Darcy and 
Mr. Bingley’s sisters separated him from Jane.  
The Bingley sisters and Mr. Darcy feel that 
Jane’s family and lack of wealth do not make 
her an acceptable match for their brother.  As 
a result, Elizabeth remains angry at Darcy for 
playing a part in separating the couple.  
   
    -Jane Hand 
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Book Review: 
A Prayer for Owen Meany  
by John Irving 
 
 
The main conflict centers around John’s struggle 
with his skepticism and religious faith.  Due to 
the lack of physical proof to prove God’s exis-
tence, John finds trouble accepting “belief with-
out miracles” since “a faith that needed a miracle 
was not a faith at all” (309).  Although John 
never actually finds faith, he comes to believe in 
God because of the supernatural events he wit-
nesses as Owen’s friend.  
 
Owen repeatedly claims God specifically chose 
him as his instrument and believes all events 
happen according to God’s will.  Although eve-
ryone apologizes to John for the unexpected 
death of his mother, Owen adamantly presumes 
the event was not accidental, but part of a desig-
nated plan.  Even when Owen claims he knows 
his future and date of death, John remains skep-
tical.  Only through witnessing the miracle of 
Owen’s life and death does John come to believe 
in God.   
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A Prayer For Owen Meany does not build up to a 
crisis, but rather shows the resolution of the 
narrator’s conflict between doubt and faith.  
Owen’s impending death serves as another ma-
jor issue throughout the novel.  Although the 
reader feels the fated day approaching, no one 
except Owen knows how and when he will die.  
When Owen finally discovers his death would 
not occur in Vietnam, the biggest question in the 
novel’s plot is resolved.  
 
Technically, the conflict between the narrator’s 
doubt and faith is resolved when he decides to 
believe in God.  However, John never fully  
accepts religion because he accepted God based 
on the miracles of Owen’s life.  He remains con-
flicted even during his adulthood because seems 
to doubt the sincerity of organized religion and 
waits for Owen’s return as he pleads with God 
to return his friend. 
                                                ~ Jane Hand 
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Bees, 
giving kisses to Rose -  
of Sharon B 
 
By  Michelle Reasso 

The trees stand tall 
with pride 
sun shining through their leaves 
 
By Dana El-Alfy 

Pointy spikes 
as sharp as swords 

ouch! 
 

By Ali El-Alfy 

Flowers bloom 
butterflies dance 
all day  long 
 
By Michael Del Rio 
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Cellphone’s dead 
I need to charge it 
Bummer! 
 
                           By Jen Castro 

 
 
The ball spirals 
the catch is made 
crowd goes wild   
 
                             By Juan Santana 

A girl  writes, 
lost in thought -  
the phone rings 

 
                 By Tanisha Stoute 
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A snowy trail. 
Footsteps sitting in the snow. 

I went for a walk 
Looks like I went to far. 

 
I’ve ended up walking 20 miles. 

Towns pass by. 
All shut down for the night. 

 
No one passes by. 

Not even an officer on patrol. 
 

My family isn’t worried. I sit on a bench. 
I look out to sea. 

Somewhere out there is the girl for me. 
 

You know the saying: 
“Its 10:00, do you know where you’re children 

are?” 
 

Well, I’m on Rockaway Beach at 3 A.M. 

Rockaway Beach at 3 A.M. 

 By Adam Moss 
————————————
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Carnegie’s for 2 
 By Adam Moss 

—————————————

 
Its 9:30 

Where’s my date? 
I have a date for 2 

At Carnegie’s in the city. 
 

My date isn’t showing up 
Its 10:00, where’s my date? 

I’ve been drinking whiskey for a 1/2 
hour now 

Any closer, I may get drunk 
 

Another hour passes, 
Except for the bar, 

I am the only customer left. 
 

I tell the nearby waiter, I’ll take out. 
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Montauk Point Blues 
 By Adam Moss 

 
150 miles from home, 
I walk around, I roam. 

At Montauk Point, a town, 
A town on the peninsula. 

 
As I sit on a bench, 

I look out to sea. 
Its lonely and blue. 

Someplace I know of 
Just for you. 

 
You are the person  

That I miss 
Now that I don’t  

have contact with you 
 

But that you and I are part, 
I feel so blue, 

I live here, 
Home is for you. 

 
As I stare out to sea, I know someday 
She’ll be waiting,  waiting there, just 

for me. 
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East 233rd Street 
 By Adam Moss 

————————————

There’s a street in Woodlawn, 
Unlike most in the city, 

Its wide and busy. 
 

The road supplies Woodlawn, 
Stores, subway stations and even 

hospitals. 
Buildings that line the street, mil-

lions of people a year.  
 

They go here.. 
… for the food 
… for the train 

...for the books… 
 

At the end sits a park,  
A large park called Van Cortlandt 
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(View from) Prospect Moun-

tain on a Snowy Day 

 By Adam Moss 

2000 feet above city. 
The village of Lake George, 

Closed for the snowy season. 
 

One pedestrian walks along the main 
street.  

Hotels, boats and stores 
Closed with a big lock. 

 
In the spring, 

They’ll come back 
When the lake unfreezes 

And the people return 
Stores with dozens of customers 

Just in a hour 
 

For 16 hours a day 
People roam the village 
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 But today, 
Just for today, 

The road is empty 
 

One person roams, 
There is an ice cream store open 
Where he buys cups and cones. 

 
The village is open, but larger 

than the Popolopen. 
The village is shut down 

Nothing around,  not even a  
Comedian clown. 

 
A gain from 2000 feet above 

The city 
I stand  

Snow on my shoes, 
Looking down at people. 

Its spring now 
I have survived the blustery  

winter. 
Ready for a beautiful spring.  
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 Untitled 
By Gregory Burdea 

——————————————— 
I’m dreaming  

In my dreams, I feel scared,. In my dreams, 
I’m not safe. In my dreams, everything is 
black. In my dreams, I don’t know. In my 
dreams, I’m never heard. In my dreams, I 
am small and I never grow. In my dreams 

there is no one else; but then why are 
there so many? In my dreams I’m now 

cornered. I can see even though its 
black. I can hear, even though I thought I 

was deaf, and in my dream I am no 
longer small.  

And then I see something even 
though it isn’t there. 

But then I wake up, and  
everything is taken away from 
me and its all the same again. 
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     Hiking in Harriman: Informational Edition 
 By Adam Moss 

———————————————————
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The Blue Disc Trail is a marked trail in Harriman State Park. 
The trail is 2.8 miles long, connecting Johnsontown Road to 
the Ramapo-Dunderberg and Victory Trails. The blaze of the 
trail is a white blaze with a blue dot on it. The trail climbs two 
mountains, Almost Perpendicular & Pound Mountain, and 
passes two major rock formations, Elbow Brush and Claudius 
Smith Rock. 
 
The Blue Disc Trail begins at a cul-de-sac on Johnsontown 
Road.[1] The trail begins going up switchbacks to a pumping 
station for the Columbia Grass Transmission Corporation. 
The pipeline, which was created in 1949, crosses paths with 
the Blue Disc Trail later on the route. Beyond the pumping 
station, the Blue Disc Trail turns onto a woods road. However, 
before 1991, the Blue Disc Trail followed the gas line for an-
other .15 of a mile to the Kakiat Trail. After .3 of a mile on the 
woods road, the BD Trail joins up with the Kakiat Trail and 
soon splits again. The Blue Disc Trail continues for another .3 
of a mile to the top of Almost Perpendicular, a name given by 
the Fresh Air Club in 1936. The trail continues on old, eroded 
road and crosses the gas line again at 1.35 miles.[1] 
 
After meeting up with the gas line at milepost 1.35, the Blue 
Disc Trail continues on and ends crossing the same gas line 
again at milepost 1.5.[1] The trail splits into two parts, one 
higher than the other, here and continue for .15 of a mile to 
Elbow Brush. Elbow Brush is a tight crevice made out of 
rocks. The trail continues on without any notable mentions 
until Mile 2, where it crosses the Tuxedo - Mt. Ivy Trail at the 
higher base of Claudius Smith Rock. Claudius Smith Rock is 
named after Claudius Smith, a convict who used the rock as a 
hideout from the law. He was hanged in Goshen in 1779. The 
next section of the Blue Disc Trail, continuing north, over the 
Big Pine Hill. The White Cross Trail, which starts 250 feet 
away from the Blue Disc, is a safer route down the hill in the 
winter when the BD is icy. At the base of the hill, the Blue 
Disc Trail crosses a dam made of rocks and finally ends at 
Tri-Trail Corner, which is the meet of the Ramapo-
Dunderberg Trail, Victory Trail and Blue Disc. Trail. This 
point is 2.8 miles away from the Johnsontown Road cul-de-
sac.[1] 
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In the early 20s and 30s, the Tuxedo Trail used to start from the town 
of Tuxedo and ended at Reeves Farm on Johnsontown Road.[1] That 
route is now followed by the current-day Kakiat Trail and Blue Disc 
Trail. Hikers were brought to a mountain called Almost Perpendicu-
lar. From atop the mountain, the route followed a trail that reached 
Claudius Smith Rock with green cairns. Due to the green cairns, the 
trail was given the name Green Cairn Trail.[1]In Spring of 1932, a 
man named Paul H. Schubert (???-1961) marked a trail with red 
discs that stretched from Sloatsburg, New York to Miss Julia Sied-
ler's property on Johnsontown Road to Almost Perpendicular.[1] 
Schubert had moved from Germany in 1891. A member of the NY-NJ 
Trail Conference, he had also blazed the Trail of Raccoon Hills. Al-
most Perpendicular and the land to the north were owned by the 
Tuxedo Park Association. At sporadic times, Miss Siedler and the TP 
Association closed their lands so that they wouldn't become public 
thoroughfares. In October 1943, the red metal disks on the Red Disc 
Trail and were replaced by blue ones supplied by Alexander Jas-
sup.[1] 
The Blue Disc Trail used to start at the second corner of Johnsontown 
Road and Seven Lakes Drive, however it was moved to the cul-de-
sac on Johnsontown Road, where parking exists. 
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This photo was taken by Weifan Yan in 
Princeton 2 years ago. It is a compel-
ling photo because it shows that ani-

mals are at the mercy of  
humans’  f ighting. 
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Jack’s Chess Challenge 

By Jack Yang  
 
 
     Hello again, and welcome back to Jack’s chess challenge. 
Last issue, we discussed the importance of bringing out 
pieces so as to not get squashed immediately after one sits 
down to enjoy a game. If you hadn’t already read part I, then I 
highly recommend going back to it in the last issue, and read-
ing it carefully. 

Part II-Tactics and how to avoid them 
Exactly what is a tactic? A tactic is a move or series 

of moves that is made possible because of a specified feature 
of a position. Tactics are more commonly known as tricks and 
traps, since it is basically what it appears to be at first glance. 
However, tricks and traps are based primarily on the oppo-
nent falling for it, while tactics focus on what one’s opponent 
already did and how to take advantage of it.  
 Most games are decided by tactics, which lead to 
the win of material. Therefore, to win, one must devote much 
energy into not falling for tactics and finding winning tactics. 
Even the best of positions are riddled with tactics, usually 
those what are decisive, and thus, they must be treated with 
utmost respect. Yet, the famous Bobby Fischer once said,” 
Tactics flow from a superior position.” Though I wouldn’t 
agree with him on issues of politics, in chess, there is no one 
who knew more than him in his prime. You shouldn’t try for 
“cheap” traps at all costs, but first get out your pieces, and 
only then look for them. As a general principle, if you have 
two moves, one of which is worse, but is rigged and booby-
trapped and one that is solid and good, but guarantees noth-
ing immediately, you should choose the solid and good one, 
even if there is a possibility of your opponent missing your 
trick and losing instantly. Don’t underestimate your opponent, 
and don’t assume that he or she won’t see it. Instead, the 
next time that you are in such a situation, think about what 
your opponent accomplished with his last move and what 
each of your two moves do about it. Asking oneself about the 
opponents’ moves will save one from falling into one’s oppo-
nent’s traps. 
  
Let’s examine the use of tactics and their effects in one of my 
own games, played in this years U. S. (chess) Open. Have a 
chessboard ready and play through the games. If you can’t 
understand the chess notations, refer to the Spring ‘Zine 
2007, or go to http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/notate.html to 
learn. 
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White:(Will Joseph Brooks) Black:( Jack Yang) 
1.c4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.Nf3 If White had taken the pawn with the 
queen immediately, then white would have to move his queen 
again after 3…Nc6. However, the move played does not re-
gain the pawn despite attacking the pawn twice and prevent-
ing black from safeguarding the pawn with another pawn. 
3.Qa5+ This is one of the two moves that saves the pawn. 
Equally strong is 3…e5, since if the knight takes the e pawn 
with 4.Nxe5, then 4…Qa5+ picks off the knight. Note that 
without this tactic, then 3…e5 would be a serious mistake, but 
since it exists, it changes the evaluation of the move from a 
mistake to an acceptable move. This brings up another ad-
vantage of tactics: they allow one to play moves otherwise 
impossible. 4.Bd2 Qb6 This was the point of black’s last 
move. By first playing the check, then defending the pawn, 
black blocks off the queen’s attack on the pawn. This type of 
combination is categorized as an interference type of tactic in 
chess circles. 5.Na3 Nc6 Black could, if he wanted to, take off 
the pawn on b2. However, white could play 6.Nb5 in re-
sponse, attacking both the d4 pawn which is insufficiently 
defended and threatens to fork the king and rook the next 
move with 7.Nc7+, and since black cannot defend both at the 
same time, he gets nothing out of such a greedy move. 6.Bf4 
d6 7.Rb1 Bf5 8.Ra1 Nf6 9.e3 Qb4+ 
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With this move, black aims to trade Queens, since he is a 
pawn up. In general, it is good to trade off pieces with more material. 
Notice how none of White’s little tricks work, not only because of 
Black’s alertness to them, but also as a result of a lack of good tar-
gets. Tactics work only if there is a target. Without a clear weakness, 
there is no tactic available. Therefore, to avoid one’s opponent from 
countering with tactical blows, one must strive to get rid of one’s 
weaknesses on the board.          10.Qd2 Qxd2+ 11.Nxd2 dxe3 
12.Bxe3 e6 13.Be2 Be7 14. O-O O-O 15. Nf3 d5 16.Nb5 dxc4 17 
Bxc4 Rfd8  

                   
 

Compare this position to the position eight moves back. White 
has no clear plan, while Black is just simply preparing his 
fastest route to victory: trading everything off. White is help-
less to stop him. 18. Nbd4 Nxd4 19. Nxd4 Bg6 20. Rac1 
Nd5 21. Bxd5 Rxd5 22. Rc7 Bf6 23.Nb3 b6 24.Bc1 Kf8 
Black is slowly eliminating his weaknesses his opponent’s 
strengths. In general, a rook on the enemy’s second rank is 
good for the owner of the rook, so by preparing to move his 
king to e8 and his rook to d7, he plans to drive away that 
powerful rook and eliminate chances of tactics working for 
White.25.Nd2 Rad8! Has Black gone mad? What is he think-
ing leaving his pawn on a7 unprotected? Black justifies his 
move with a threat that he just created, which is to take the 
knight on d7. Although it is defended by the bishop, it is at-
tacked twice, so the net result of the exchanges is going to be 
two minor pieces for Black verses one rook. This type of im-
balance is favorable for the player with the two pieces, so 
Black hopes to transform his original pawn advantage into 
this unbalanced advantage. 26.Rxa7 Rxd2 27.Bxd2 Rxd2 
28.Rc1 Ke8 Though white’s threat of Rc8+ is no big deal, 
since it does not threaten checkmate, but Black is trying to 
trade off a pair of rooks to reduce White’s firepower and make 
his life easier. 29.b3 Rd7 30.Ra6 Bb2 Black is making use of 
every feature the position has to offer. Based on the fact that 
white’s rooks are misplaced, and white needs to worry about 
his king, white is forced to remain passive. 31. Rc8+ Ke7 
32.h3?? Though already, white is lost, h3 just loses immedi-
ately because of a checkmating attack, based on the vulner-
ability of White’s king and the threatening positions of Black’s 
pieces. Can you find the forced checkmate? 
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 32…Rd1+ 33.Kh2 Be5+ 34. g3 Be4 and White 
resigned There is no way to prevent the inevitable Rh1 mate, 
so White simply gives up. 
 
 What happened here? How did black, with a seem-
ingly only miniscule advantage, win with a crushing blow? 
The answer is in part that Black made use of the particulari-
ties of the position, but mostly, White is to blame for allowing 
such tactics to be present as a result of his moves. If he had 
only been more alert of such tactics, he might have been able 
to salvage the game eventually, or at least put up greater 
resistance. He neglected Black’s attacking possibilities, and 
decided not to trade when given the chance. As a result, he 
was punished by a barrage of checks and a final move that 
put an end to his miseries. 
   
               Recognition of such tactics is key to seeing them in 
actual games. Unfortunately, the question becomes how does 
one get better at recognizing these patterns? Solving puzzles 
and exercises, though annoyingly difficult and time consum-
ing, are the best way to improve anyone’s game. You can find 
many books on the subject of tactics, but I must warn you: 
theses books will take much time to read, and will frustrate 
you more than once throughout the course of it. However, 
playing games with friends only will only get you so far, so at 
the very least, look over the puzzles I have included, taken 
from Chess Tactics for Champions by Susan Polgar, which I 
recommend to all readers. 
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                    A.  White to move find a way to win a bishop.         
 
 
 
   
                                                                    

                 
                B.  White to move and win a rook for knight 
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             C.  White to move and win a rook 

 
All solutions in the next issue! 

 
 
 Solution to puzzle in part I 
The answer is, of course not! The move, at first glance, 
threatens to win the rook for a bishop (in chess terms, it 
is called winning the exchange). If white moves his rook 
forwards, black can check with the rook, forcing white 
to block with the queen. If the rook moves to the side, 
the pawn on c6 isn’t defended sufficiently, so black can 
take it. However, white can take the pawn on a7, at-
tacking the queen, and after the queen takes it, moving 
the pawn to c7 makes a new queen and wins. 
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Our Epic Poem  
A collaborative effort... 

 
It was dark when the rain came 
I stood at the corner without an umbrella 
The street light shon on my bare face 
I was waiting for something to occur  
I had waited for three and a half hours already 
If only it would happen already, I knew it would 
But it couldn’t be, not again, what I had wished 
for? 
Did I still want it? 
It was true!  
The shining goddess of marsupial madness had 
lowered herself to meet the poor farm boy. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
This poem is the result of a collaborative effort by teens that 
visit the young adult room of the library.  We start the poem with 
one line and then invite you to add the next, and the next, and 
the next.  You get the idea?  Stop in and add your line to our 
next collaborative poem..   
 
 
 

36 



MARCH 
Teen Events Calendar 

 
Monday, the 10th at 7 PM 
Teen Book Club 
Sue Grafton—Any mystery 
 
Monday, the 17th at 7 PM 
Poetry Workshop with local poet, 
Maxine Susman 
 
Thursday, March 20th, 2 – 3 pm 
Ready, Set, Improv 
Improv workshop for middles schoolers 
 
Thursday, March 20th, 2 – 3 pm 
Teenprov 
Improv workshop for high schoolers 
 
Tuesday, March 25th, 3 – 4:30 pm 
Battle of the Books Competition 6th Grade 
Watch 6th graders battle for book-bragging rights!   
 
Thursday, March 27th, 3 – 4:30 pm 
Battle of the Books Competition 7th/8th Grade 
Watch 7/8th graders battle for book-bragging 
rights! 
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1) Omnipotent— adj. Having virtually unlimited 
authority or influence  

  Syn -  all mighty 
  Ant -  Powerless 
 
2) Parsimonious—adj. Frugal to the point of stingi-
ness. 
  Syn - Stinginess 
  Ant -  Generous 
 
3) Quagmire - n. A difficult or  
precarious position 
   Syn - Quandary 

 
   And one to  
look up yourself….(please)    
 nefarious    
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We Won! * 
Improvisation Workshops 

 
For Grades 6—8: 
Sunday 3/16 2 pm 

Join us for this introductory improv com-
edy experience!  This class will be fast-
paced, fun, and a great way to learn to 
think on your feet.  Perfect for all skill 

levels.  
 

For Grades 9—12: 
Thursday 3/20 7 pm 

 

 

 

Both workshops taught by Louis Wells, 
Founding member of Austin Theatre Sports, 
MFA Mason Gross School of the Arts at 
Rutgers University, Faculty at Middlesex 
County Community College, Brookdale Com-
munity College. 

Space will be limited so you must  
register! 

Call the library at 732 572-2750 
 

Leave your inhibitions behind and 
hop on board for improv?! Rang-
ing from theater games to comedy 

sports. 

∗ The State Library and the New Jersey Library Association partnered with the  
NJ Theater Alliance to provide one public library in each county a theatrical reading, 
 workshop, or presentation geared for teens.  These programs normally range up to $3,000.  
Here's the catch - the teens had to choose a method to promote the programs.   
Best idea that’s feasible wins in each county.  We won!  Look for our movie trailer on   
HPTV and youtube.  Check the library website for more info  www.hpplnj.org/teens  



       
        Highland Park Public Library 

          31 North Fifth Avenue 
        Highland Park, NJ 08904 

                  732 572-2750 
             www.hpplnj.org/teens 
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A big THANK YOU to all who  

contributed! 
We are proud to   

publish original work by  
local teenagers.   

 
A special thank you to  

 The Friends of the Library  
who support all of our teen programs 

 Many thanks to our devoted staff.  
Many  have worked on Expresso since 
the beginning— when we decided to 

make it conveniently  
travel-sized. 

 
Gregory Burdea 
Rebecca George 

              Jane Hand 
Adam Moss 
Wendy Pan 

Nikki Ramrekha 
Daniel Seigel 
Jiali Sheng  
Jack Yang 

Michelle Reasso, Advisor 

Logo by Jiali Sheng 


	Jack’s Chess Challenge
By Jack Yang	
	     Hello again, and welcome back to Jack’s chess challenge. Last issue, we discussed the importance of bringing out pieces so as to not get squashed immediately after one sits down to enjoy a game. If you hadn’t already read part I, then I highly recommend going back to it in the last issue, and reading it carefully.
	Part II-Tactics and how to avoid them
	Exactly what is a tactic? A tactic is a move or series of moves that is made possible because of a specified feature of a position. Tactics are more commonly known as tricks and traps, since it is basically what it appears to be at first glance. However, tricks and traps are based primarily on the opponent falling for it, while tactics focus on what one’s opponent already did and how to take advantage of it. 
		Most games are decided by tactics, which lead to the win of material. Therefore, to win, one must devote much energy into not falling for tactics and finding winning tactics. Even the best of positions are riddled with tactics, usually those what are decisive, and thus, they must be treated with utmost respect. Yet, the famous Bobby Fischer once said,” Tactics flow from a superior position.” Though I wouldn’t agree with him on issues of politics, in chess, there is no one who knew more than him in his prime. You shouldn’t try for “cheap” traps at all costs, but first get out your pieces, and only then look for them. As a general principle, if you have two moves, one of which is worse, but is rigged and booby-trapped and one that is solid and good, but guarantees nothing immediately, you should choose the solid and good one, even if there is a possibility of your opponent missing your trick and losing instantly. Don’t underestimate your opponent, and don’t assume that he or she won’t see it. Instead, the next time that you are in such a situation, think about what your opponent accomplished with his last move and what each of your two moves do about it. Asking oneself about the opponents’ moves will save one from falling into one’s opponent’s traps.
	Let’s examine the use of tactics and their effects in one of my own games, played in this years U. S. (chess) Open. Have a chessboard ready and play through the games. If you can’t understand the chess notations, refer to the Spring ‘Zine 2007, or go to http://www.jaderiver.com/chess/notate.html to learn.
	White:(Will Joseph Brooks) Black:( Jack Yang)
	1.c4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.Nf3 If White had taken the pawn with the queen immediately, then white would have to move his queen again after 3…Nc6. However, the move played does not regain the pawn despite attacking the pawn twice and preventing black from safeguarding the pawn with another pawn. 3.Qa5+ This is one of the two moves that saves the pawn. Equally strong is 3…e5, since if the knight takes the e pawn with 4.Nxe5, then 4…Qa5+ picks off the knight. Note that without this tactic, then 3…e5 would be a serious mistake, but since it exists, it changes the evaluation of the move from a mistake to an acceptable move. This brings up another advantage of tactics: they allow one to play moves otherwise impossible. 4.Bd2 Qb6 This was the point of black’s last move. By first playing the check, then defending the pawn, black blocks off the queen’s attack on the pawn. This type of combination is categorized as an interference type of tactic in chess circles. 5.Na3 Nc6 Black could, if he wanted to, take off the pawn on b2. However, white could play 6.Nb5 in response, attacking both the d4 pawn which is insufficiently defended and threatens to fork the king and rook the next move with 7.Nc7+, and since black cannot defend both at the same time, he gets nothing out of such a greedy move. 6.Bf4 d6 7.Rb1 Bf5 8.Ra1 Nf6 9.e3 Qb4+
	With this move, black aims to trade Queens, since he is a pawn up. In general, it is good to trade off pieces with more material. Notice how none of White’s little tricks work, not only because of Black’s alertness to them, but also as a result of a lack of good targets. Tactics work only if there is a target. Without a clear weakness, there is no tactic available. Therefore, to avoid one’s opponent from countering with tactical blows, one must strive to get rid of one’s weaknesses on the board.          10.Qd2 Qxd2+ 11.Nxd2 dxe3 12.Bxe3 e6 13.Be2 Be7 14. O-O O-O 15. Nf3 d5 16.Nb5 dxc4 17 Bxc4 Rfd8 
                  ￼
	
Compare this position to the position eight moves back. White has no clear plan, while Black is just simply preparing his fastest route to victory: trading everything off. White is helpless to stop him. 18. Nbd4 Nxd4 19. Nxd4 Bg6 20. Rac1 Nd5 21. Bxd5 Rxd5 22. Rc7 Bf6 23.Nb3 b6 24.Bc1 Kf8 Black is slowly eliminating his weaknesses his opponent’s strengths. In general, a rook on the enemy’s second rank is good for the owner of the rook, so by preparing to move his king to e8 and his rook to d7, he plans to drive away that powerful rook and eliminate chances of tactics working for White.25.Nd2 Rad8! Has Black gone mad? What is he thinking leaving his pawn on a7 unprotected? Black justifies his move with a threat that he just created, which is to take the knight on d7. Although it is defended by the bishop, it is attacked twice, so the net result of the exchanges is going to be two minor pieces for Black verses one rook. This type of imbalance is favorable for the player with the two pieces, so Black hopes to transform his original pawn advantage into this unbalanced advantage. 26.Rxa7 Rxd2 27.Bxd2 Rxd2 28.Rc1 Ke8 Though white’s threat of Rc8+ is no big deal, since it does not threaten checkmate, but Black is trying to trade off a pair of rooks to reduce White’s firepower and make his life easier. 29.b3 Rd7 30.Ra6 Bb2 Black is making use of every feature the position has to offer. Based on the fact that white’s rooks are misplaced, and white needs to worry about his king, white is forced to remain passive. 31. Rc8+ Ke7 32.h3?? Though already, white is lost, h3 just loses immediately because of a checkmating attack, based on the vulnerability of White’s king and the threatening positions of Black’s pieces. Can you find the forced checkmate?
	      ￼
		32…Rd1+ 33.Kh2 Be5+ 34. g3 Be4 and White resigned There is no way to prevent the inevitable Rh1 mate, so White simply gives up.
		What happened here? How did black, with a seemingly only miniscule advantage, win with a crushing blow? The answer is in part that Black made use of the particularities of the position, but mostly, White is to blame for allowing such tactics to be present as a result of his moves. If he had only been more alert of such tactics, he might have been able to salvage the game eventually, or at least put up greater resistance. He neglected Black’s attacking possibilities, and decided not to trade when given the chance. As a result, he was punished by a barrage of checks and a final move that put an end to his miseries.
	               Recognition of such tactics is key to seeing them in actual games. Unfortunately, the question becomes how does one get better at recognizing these patterns? Solving puzzles and exercises, though annoyingly difficult and time consuming, are the best way to improve anyone’s game. You can find many books on the subject of tactics, but I must warn you: theses books will take much time to read, and will frustrate you more than once throughout the course of it. However, playing games with friends only will only get you so far, so at the very least, look over the puzzles I have included, taken from Chess Tactics for Champions by Susan Polgar, which I recommend to all readers.
	  
           ￼    
	                    A.  White to move find a way to win a bishop.        
	               ￼ 
	                B.  White to move and win a rook for knight
	            ￼
	             C.  White to move and win a rook
	All solutions in the next issue!
		Solution to puzzle in part I
	The answer is, of course not! The move, at first glance, threatens to win the rook for a bishop (in chess terms, it is called winning the exchange). If white moves his rook forwards, black can check with the rook, forcing white to block with the queen. If the rook moves to the side, the pawn on c6 isn’t defended sufficiently, so black can take it. However, white can take the pawn on a7, attacking the queen, and after the queen takes it, moving the pawn to c7 makes a new queen and wins.
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